The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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Pastor reflects on first year at FUMC
Greetings brothers and
sisters in Christ!
As I approach a year in
ministry with you here at
Mattoon First, I thought I
would take this opportunity to provide an update on
how the transition is going
with my family. Now is a
good time to share how it
is with our spirits at 3
Western Avenue Heights.
Our three girls are handling the move as well as
can be expected given the
pandemic, social distancing at school, online
school, and being “new
kids” in a new place.
Harper returned to inperson first grade learning
in January across the
street at Riddle Elementary. On top of that, she’s
had a successful YMCA
soccer season and is now
enrolled in martial
arts. She’s already broken
a board with her foot!
Ava returned to inperson school at Mattoon
Junior High only recently
because being a new kid
brings its own challenges
when everyone is wearing

masks.
I can
report
that
she is
making
new
friends
and looking forward to
getting to know them
better over summer break.
Madeline, our sophomore at Mattoon High
School, has excelled at online academics, is looking
forward to getting her drivers license this summer,
and expects to take full
advantage of the wide
range of course offerings
for the last half of her high
school career.
My wife, Christina, is
climbing the professional
ladder through a busy
schedule of virtual
meetings at her employer,
Faith in Place.
FiP is an earth-care nonprofit based in Chicago that
matches people of all faith
backgrounds with environmental sustainability
efforts. Earlier this year, she
was promoted to Policy Coordinator working on clean en-

ergy legislation in Springfield. As if that wasn’t
enough, she chairs the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference
Board of Church and Society,
serves as the Vice President
for the conference United
Methodist Women, and is a
lay delegate to Jurisdictional
Conference.
We also have a couple of
pets: Max the cat and Honey
the puppy dog.
Max took the move hard,
but is adjusting to his surroundings finding all the
good hiding places and napping spots. His sass is returning to its previously high levels.
Honey, our golden doodle,
will turn one in July. She’s
quickly learning how to be a
good clergy family dog but
really just wants to spend all
day chasing tennis balls at
Riddle arboretum.
We look forward to
hosting a real Open House
(actually in the house, not
just on the front lawn) soon!
In Christian Community,

Pastor Todd Krost
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Gary Livesay set to retire as Chaddock chaplain
“I will also raise up shepherds over them and they
will tend them; and they
will not be afraid any longer, nor be terrified, nor will
any be missing,” declares
the Lord. Jeremiah 23:4

Mattoon FUMC’s
bell tower reaches
into the blue sky.

“A Chaplain’s role is
very unique, as you
are ministering to
people of various
religious backgrounds.
Some have no interest
in learning about God
at all, let alone
having a relationship
with Him,”
— Chaddock Chaplain
Gary Livesay.

QUINCY — For 32 years,
Chaplain Gary Livesay has
tended the flock under his
charge at Chaddock.
Though the flock has been
ever-changing, Chaplain
Gary’s sense of humor, understanding heart, and Jesus-focused perspective has
not. Gary is retiring from
Chaddock’s ministry at the
end of June 2021.
Gary began his ministerial
career as an Associate Pastor at Bloomington Wesley
UMC. While there, he was
very involved with, and felt
called to, their Youth Program. That experience,
along with working at a
mental health facility, obtaining a B.S. in Psychology
from the University of Illinois, and an M.Div. from
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, led
him to Chaddock.
“A Chaplain’s role is very
unique, as you are ministering to people of various
religious backgrounds.
Some have no interest in
learning about God at all,
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let alone having a relationship with Him,”
Gary said. “I am constantly trying to help
our kids realize that
they are loved and forgiven, and that there is
hope for their future.”
At Chaddock, intensely
personal spiritual ques- Gary Livesay is set to retire in June.
tions arise from children.
tect farmland and busi“If God is real, why did he
nesses, and delivering
let this happen to me?”
groceries to shut-ins
“How can I trust someone
through the Carry-Out
you call Father, when my
Caravan. Trips to the zoo,
own father has abused
to waterparks, to the
me?” These questions are
Science Center and many
not easy to answer, yet
other destinations precomfort and hope have
sented opportunities to
been found in Chaplain
provide counsel and comGary’s responses.
fort to children desperWhile he has held weekly
ately in need of both.
Chapel services and presidIt would be impossible to
ed over many prayerful
events on campus, Gary has talk about Gary’s ministry
without mentioning fishnever relied solely on
ing! Chaplain has used his
“preaching” to Chaddock
passion for fishing and
children. He found that
the outdoors to give
impromptu, personal moments are the key to build- Chaddock children experiing the relationships Chad- ences that they likely
dock children need to begin would not have had without him. Coming to a
to trust and heal. Over the
peaceful pond and spendyears he has spent counting time with a caring and
less hours accompanying
Chaddock children on vari- trusted adult has given
ous service projects, includ- countless kids a new perspective on what life can
ing Habitat for Humanity,
filling sandbags during Mis- look like, and helped
sissippi River floods to pro- build a desire to want the
best for themselves.
See LIVESAY Page 3
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Green Team encourages spending time outside
By Christina Krost
Pollinators, including bees,
wasps, butterflies, are crucial for growing more than
one-third of the food we eat.
They feed us—we need
to feed them! Pesticide use
and loss of year-round food
sources are causes for the
declining pollinator population. Plant flowers, trees,
shrubs, perennials, vines,
and herbs with the goal of
feeding all year long those
who feed us. Choose native
plants when possible.
Go outside! Your own
experience—and re-

search—show that spending time in nature is healing.
Look closely at seedlings
sprouting, blossoms opening, and the renewal of
green. Share your delight
with family, especially children, and friends. Vow to
do all you can to heal the
earth.
Safer-at-home practices
have reduced global emissions by 25%, resulting in
much cleaner air and waterways clearing appreciably.
As restrictions are lifted,
find ways to continue
driving less so the planet

Safer-at-home
practices
have reduced
gloabal
emissions
by 25 percent resulting in much
cleaner air
and waterways clearing appreciation.

isn’t subjected to a rebound effect of increased
emissions.
To see more monthly green
tips, go to https://
umcreationjustice.org/tips/

Mattoon FUMC Green Team moving ahead, plans hiking event
Green Teams are groups of three or more people from a house of worship who provide cooperative leadership to educate, connect, and advocate for healthier communities. Faith in Place provides us a Green Team Coach. This coach will
serve as a mentor to our group, and will keep us updated with programs and opportunities for Earth care in our area.
They will reach out at least twice a month and attend meetings and events as their availability allows. Coaches can help
you create goals, and connect you to resources, all at no financial cost. FUMC Green Team will be hosting a hiking event
in June, stay tuned for time and place. Would love to have you join! Contact Susie Beaumont (217-923-1333) or Christina
Krost (christina@faithinplace.org), if any questions or to be added to email list for updated information.

Livesay from page 2
As Chaplain, Gary has also provided support to the families of
the children in Chaddock’s care.
“My role is to walk alongside

them in the midst of disappointment and confusion, and stay
with them on the journey to the
better place of healing that
Chaddock provides,” he says.
Chaddock staff have also benefitted from his guidance and
perspective over the years. Debbie Reed, Chaddock’s President

CEO, shared her feelings about
Gary: “Gary is an absolute model
for faith in action. Whether he is
volunteering alongside our kids,
sharing humorous videos about
the practical application of a
scriptural teaching, or his steadfast belief in the power of spiritual development through fishing, Gary helps our kids experience firsthand what God’s love
looks and feels like. It’s no wonder, when kids return to visit
years after leaving Chaddock,

Gary is one of the first staff members
they ask about.”
When asked to reflect on his retirement, Gary borrowed a phrase that
Chaddock boys and girls use often,
sharing he has “big feelings” about
leaving Chaddock. “But God has assured me of the timing, and I’m confident that God will call someone else
to shepherd the Chaddock fold.”
He is the son of Mattoon FUMC’s Ann
Livesay of Mattoon and the late Carroll Livesay.

Photo and
story courtesy
of Chaddock,
as printed in
the April 2021
issue of The
Current, the
news publication of the
Illinois Great
Rivers Conference.
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Former Mattoon Post 88 player handles lymphoma like a champ
By Kyle Daubs

A rare breed

Dalton McFarland has a long way to go, but he’s okay with
that.

The initial results yielded that McFarland had Burkitt Lymphoma, which is a form of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in which cancer starts in immune cells called B-cells.

McFarland, 27, a Neoga native, former Mattoon Post 88 baseball player and the current Casey-Westfield special education
teacher/softball coach was recently diagnosed with Stage 4
Lymphoma. It was not an easy road to get a final diagnosis.
From zero to 100
McFarland said in recent months, his stomach had been bothering him off and on for a period of time. He called the pain
“flare-ups.”
After a couple of weeks, McFarland felt that it was time to get
it looked into. He went to see a doctor for a routine check-up
and was told if it got worse to come back and see him.
After a couple of days, his stomach felt better. McFarland
went to the gym to get a workout in and halfway through the
workout, his stomach really started to bother him.
“It just kept hurting and getting worse,” said McFarland.
“When I drove home, I kinda laid down and tried to sleep it
off, but it was hurting and hurting. Eventually, it got worse and
the pain medication I was prescribed didn’t work. At that
point, I knew something was wrong.”
But at 1 a.m. he said it was the worst possible situation you
could have imagined. McFarland laid with excruciating stomach pain and the surgeons that could perform the surgery didn’t come until late that morning. He would have to wait until
noon.
That was when the trigger to the pain was revealed.
“They found five tumors,” said McFarland. “The reason for all
of the pain was that one of my tumors burst through my small
intestine. It went completely through. That was when they
were able to remove all five tumors.”
As McFarland began to recover, the doctors found that the
tumors were a cancerous type of lymphoma. At the time, all
the doctors could do was remove the tumors from his small
intestine and send them in for testing at the cancer center.

It’s recognized as a fast-growing human tumor and is extremely rare. There are only three in every one million cases. It’s the
fastest-growing type of lymphoma that exists.
However, McFarland said that given all the variables, he feels
that the cancer is not spreading.
“I believe that it’s not growing fast,” said McFarland. “I believe
with God’s intervention and the prayers from all of the communities that it’s not growing quickly. The doctors said that
chemo will attack cancer throughout the body.”
McFarland said that just days after his major surgery, he felt
like he was healing quickly.
“I couldn’t be doing better given the situation,” said McFarland. “I went from not being able to move on the Monday I
was in the hospital to moving with assistance the next day. On
that Thursday, I did 37 laps around the hallway, which is a little
over a mile. I have significantly gotten better every day.”
It’s softball season
While Burkitt Lymphoma is rapidly fatal if left untreated, the
type of cancer is treatable through chemotherapy. Even better,
McFarland can resume parts of his life.
McFarland started chemo and will resume treatment. According to his doctors, McFarland will be able to still coach through
treatments and he can teach when he is feeling strong
enough.
Due to COVID-19, the softball season didn’t start until April 6.
“I think about the season all day long,” said McFarland. “I’ve
been in contact with my players. They have been in contact
with my assistant coaches. The coaches and players are still
putting in work and are training. My goal is that I am going to
have a major part in the spring season.”

See MCFARLAND on Page 9
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2021 College Graduates

2021 High School Graduates

Isaiah Beltran
Isaiah Beltran is a
2021 Mattoon High
School graduate.
While in high school
he was active playing football, baseball, track, and wrestling. Isaiah plans to
go to a trade school
for construction. His
parents are Walter
and Angelica Beltran
of Mattoon.

Joshua Northam
Joshua Northam is a
2021 high school
graduate. He was
homeschooled and
plans to attend
Eastern Illinois University this fall.
Joshua’s plans are
to study political
science. His parents
are Bill and Lea
Northam of
Mattoon.

Marylee Orman
Marylee Orman is
a 2021 Windsor
High School graduate. She has been
accepted into the
Physical Therapy
Assistant program
at Lake Land College. After completing that program, she plans to
pursue a bachelor’s degree and
then a doctorate
degree in physical
therapy. She is the
daughter of Wesley and Jane Orman of Windsor.

Sophie Collings
Sophie Collings
earned a bachelor
of arts degree from
Greenville College.
There she earned a
degree in theology
with a concentration in Biblical
Studies, and a minor in ministry.
Sophie plans to
take a gap year to
work and study,
then apply to a
graduate program
next fall. She is the
daughter of Mike
and Lori Collings of
Mattoon.

Morgan Hampton
Morgan Hampton
graduated from Lincoln
Christian University
with a bachelor's in
Biblical Studies. Her
plans include moving
to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho to work at Lutherhaven Christian Camp
and the completing an
internship in the fall
with the same camp.
She was raised in
Mattoon. She is the
daughter of Roger and
Tami Sanders and Jim
Hampton, all of
Mattoon.
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The 9 am traditional service audio will be recorded and available to listen to on the church website
(https://mattoonumc.com/virtual-services-archive/) for those worshipping at home.
The Youth Summer Mission Trip will be Saturday July 31st (departing Friday the 30th) through Wednesday August 4th to Memphis with Praying Pelican Missions and Jordan's group from Springfield. The cost is
$445 per person which includes meals, lodging, and any fees for places that Praying Pelican organizes for
us to visit. That amount could reduce as more people sign up. Write a check to the church with "Memphis
Mission Trip" in the memo line. Additional meals while traveling and souvenirs will be out of pocket.
A Special Offering is being taken up to provide emergency financial assistance to households in our
church who have been hit with unexpected medical bills and related expenses. Christ calls us to respond
with extravagant generosity when anyone is in need. If we all give a little, it will add up to make a big difference. To donate, write a check to the church with “special offering” in the memo line.
Choice’s Baby Bottle Fundraiser began Sunday, May 9 and will go until Father’s Day, June 20. The bottles are to the right of the office door! Please take a bottle (don’t forget to sign the sheet!) and fill it with
change or bills and bring it back when it is full!! Choice’s is a non-profit Christian ministry funded solely by
individuals and groups in the community. They reach out to women with the love of Jesus to try to make a
difference in each life.
All-Church 2021 Visioning Meeting
Saturday June 19 , 9 am to 12:30 pm. All members of the church are invited to attend a planning meeting
for the rest of 2021. This will be an opportunity to assess how 2020 went while also hearing committee updates and ministry reports to help us cast a vision for the church's priorities for the future. Breakfast and
lunch will be provided. Please call the church office at 217.235.5676 to RSVP.
th

Volunteers needed at Food Center
Larry Dennis is in need of a few more people to pack food boxes, once a month, at the Mattoon Community
Food Center located at 600 Moultrie Ave., Mattoon. In March, we had only six people packing 133 boxes. It
took about 1.5 hours. If we have about 11 or 12 people packing, it only takes about 45 minutes to do the
job. The following Tuesdays are when our church is scheduled to pack, at 5:15 p.m. each date: June 8, July
6, Aug. 10, Sept. 7, Oct. 12, Nov. 9 and Dec. 7. Questions should be directed to Larry, 217-232-6857. Mark
your calendars!

Champion-Asbury

THE

CIRCUIT

Sunday School
teacher Steve
Ferguson makes use
of his personal
sound system to
facilitate better
clarity in the large
Champion-Asbury
Classroom.

WRITER

I M AG E S O F E A S T E R !
April 4, 2021

THE

CIRCUIT

WRITER

PAGE

7

VOLUME

1,

ISSUE

2

PAGE

June and July Birthdays

8

Bible studies are on the calendar
Downtown Kids meet from 5:30-7 p.m. Wednesdays
in the church gym

6/1 Kathy Beals

6/29 Cathy Minor

6/6 Michael Snow

6/30 Zach Armstrong

6/10 Alan Hildebrand

7/6 Mike Budde

6/11 Phillip Orman

7/7 Whitley Dearing

6/12 Eldon Gourley

7/7 Sue Montgomery

6/13 Elizabeth Edwards

7/8 Allen Webner

6/16 Sharyl King

7/8 Mabelle Wooddell

6/16 Lavaughn Skaggs

7/9 Ardis Larvick

6/18 Anita Jones

7/12 Joan Beals

Sunday School classes are available

6/22 Phyllis Strong

7/15 Susan Bales

6/24 Luke Young

7/16 Phylis Patrick

Sunday school for all ages are available, but check with your
teacher to be certain of time and location your class meets.

6/25 Jim Johns

7/18 Kevin Pierce

6/26 Susie Beaumont

7/22 Becky Baker

6/26 Bonnie Scrimager

7/24 Tamara Young

6/26 Susan Warren

7/25 Robert Ames

6/27 Dustin Maninfior

7/26 Walter Beltran

Children’s Sunday School, Room 216, at 10:30 a.m. for first
through fifth grade.

6/28 Jane Orman

7/26 Joanne Elliott

Choice Living, Room 102, following first service

Men’s Bible Study, meets second and fourth Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. at Mattoon Denny’s
Women’s Bible Study, 6 p.m. Tuesday, 2621 Essex
Ave.,Tammie Young leader.
Pastor’s Morning Bible Study, 10 a.m. Tuesday

Champion Asbury, Room 308, following 9 a.m. worship
Revelations, Room 304, following 9 a.m. worship
Nursery, Room 214-215, during both worship times, newborn through kindergarten

Healthy Habits, meets at Young’s house, 9:30 a.m. Sunday

June and July Anniversaries
6/1 Gary & Sharyl Juneau

7/2 Roger & Jerie Brown

6/2 Jim & Joyce Bell

7/5 Gary & Sharyl King

6/7 Dan & Jan Bullock

7/6 Timothy & Anita Tutt

6/7 Trenton & Nancy Dearing

7/7 Dustin & Kaitlin Maninfior

6/7 Ron & Phyllis Dickinson

7/17 Robert & Becky Baker

6/15 Marion & Phylis Patrick

7/26 William & Rebecca Thurn

6/18 Larry & Ardis Larvick

7/29 Michael & Diane Snow

6/19 Troy & Amber Carrell
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The support
from Casey is indescribable. The people in Casey have been more
supportive than I could
ever imagine. Somebody has been texting
me every minute of the
day.”

MCFARLAND from page 4
McFarland entered his sixth year teaching special education and junior high math this year. McFarland was
in the middle of his third season coaching eighth-grade
boys basketball where he accumulated a 60-7 record
and two state berths before missing the last part of the
season.
McFarland has a record of 74-12 at the junior high level with two state berths and a combined record of 6928 at the high school level where he has led CaseyWestfield to two Elite 8 finishes. With a stable group
coming back, McFarland has been hopeful for another
successful softball season ever since the IHSA announced a state tournament would take place.
“I’m going to find out what I can do and how much I
can be involved, but I’m praying and believing that I
will have a major role,” said McFarland. “We have so
many tremendous players and coaches coming back. It
should be another incredible spring softball season in
Casey-Westfield.”

“It’s going to be something I take
day by day but there is no doubt
in my mind that the prayers and
support from everybody have
been heard by God. It helps heal
my body. I’m going to beat this.”
— Dalton McFarland
Feeling the support
Through this experience, McFarland said he has felt
the support from everyone. From the community in
Neoga, to the surrounding area in Casey, to his former
coaches and teammates dating back to Mattoon Post
88, McFarland has felt the love.
“My parents (Scott and Lynn McFarland) have been
here every step of the way,” said McFarland. “I have
felt tremendous support from people in Neoga and
Mattoon who knew me dating back to my baseball
days. My parents have felt so much support from the
members of Donnelly’s.

All-NTC utility man in
high school and was a
member of the Regional Championship team. He qualified for the
state tournament in all three seasons he played with Post 88.
Scott, Dalton and Lynn McFarland

His coaching records are impressive, he was also a first-team All-NTC
utility man in high school and was a member of the Regional Championship team. He qualified for the state tournament in all three seasons he played with Post 88.
From his younger days of winning the state tournament with the
Mattoon 12-year old All-Stars to qualifying for the NCAA Division III
tournament with Greenville for the first time in school history, McFarland was made for winning.
That’s why he believes he will defeat this.
“I really feel that I have gotten so much better,” said McFarland. “It’s
going to be something I take day by day but there is no doubt in my
mind that the prayers and support from everybody have been heard
by God. It helps heal my body. I’m going to beat this.”
How to help
• The Casey-Westfield School District has also established an account
to assist with medical expenses at First Neighbor Bank in Casey. Donations can be dropped off at the C-W high school or the FNB in Casey.
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Mattoon FUMC Staff

Contemporary Vocalist Thomas Karunas

Pastor Todd Krost

Contact: 217-235-5676

Contact: todd.krost@garrett.edu
217-235-5676

Choir Accompanist Melissa Ferguson
Contact: 217-235-5676

Administrative Assistant Dora Dallas
Contact: mattoonfumc@gmail.com

Choir Director Marilyn Fessel

217-235-5676

Contact: 217-235-5676

Christian Counselor/Nursery Director
Tammie Young

Bell Choir Director Phyllis Dickinson

Contact: 217-235-5676

Contact: 217-235-5676

Assistant to the Pastor for Visitation

Property Manager Jim Johns

Allen Webner

Contact: 217-235-5676

Contact: 217-235-5676
Sanctuary Organist/Classical Pianist

Church Custodian Aimee Waters

Dr. Jiafeng Yan

Contact 217-235-5676

Contact: 217-235-5676

Find us at: 1601 Charleston Avenue
Mattoon, IL 61938

Find Us Online at:
mattoonumc.com

Telephone: 217-235-5676
Office Email: mattoonfumc@gmail.com

Send a card to our church family who can’t worship with us today
Let folks know
they are loved!
Send a card or
brief note to
some or all
listed below.
Here is a list of church family members who reside in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities.
Those with a * denotes his or her
birthday.
If corrections or additions are
needed to this list or if we don’t
have their birthday, contact communications at
mattoonfumcnews@gmail.com; or
the church office at
mattoonfumc@gmail.com.
Brookstone North: 1920 Brookstone Lane, Mattoon 61938



Pat Campbell, Room 22

* 9/16



Merle Lowry, Room 17



Dodie VanGundy, Room 44



Phyllis Strong, Room 23

*7/10

Brookstone South: 2008 South 9th
Street, Mattoon 61938



Mary Sheppard, Apt. 34 *4/27





John Zachow, Room 102 *4/1



Joan Beals, Room 231



Lela Holderfield

*5/31

Heritage Woods, 480 W. Polk Ave.,
Charleston 61920
Mary Lou Malmborg

*9/16

Villas of Hollybrook, 738 Eighteenth
Street, Charleston 61920



Larry Zachow, Rm 228

*4/23

*7/12

Odd Fellow-Rebekah Home: 201
Lafayette Ave. East, Mattoon 61938



Betty Eisner

*3/10



Sabra Culp

*9/3

Copper Creek, 920 Country Club
Road, Mattoon 61938
Mabelle Wooddell

*2/28

Hilltop Nursing Home, 910 West
Polk Ave., Charleston 61920


Mattoon Healthcare: 2121 S. 9th
Street, Mattoon, 61938

Ione Hill

*7/8

Palm Terrace, 1000 Palm Ave., Mattoon 61938

Heartland Senior Living Center,
101 Trowbridge Road, Neoga, 62447



Richard Henna, Room 102, *5/13

Clark-Lindsey Village, 101 W. Windsor Road Urbana 61820
Jean Johnston, Apt. 4313
Heritage Woods, 701 Heritage
Woods Dr., Minooka, IL 60447



R. Gennell Hankins, Room 211
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