
¢ƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ 
aŀǧƻƻƴ CƛǊǎǘ ¦a/Υ 
 
.ȅ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
bƻǊǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ WǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴŀƭ όb/Wύ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  Lǘ 
ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ нлнл ƛƴ 
CƻǊǘ ²ŀȅƴŜΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜπ
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭŘ Ǿƛŀ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ  
 
CƻǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ b/W ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мл ŀƴπ
ƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ aƛŘπ
ǿŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lǘ 
ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ DǊŜŀǘ wƛǾŜǊǎ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ όLDw/ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 
tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƧǳǊƛǎπ
ŘƛŎǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ  
 
aȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀȅ 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ 
нлмф ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άLDw/ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛǘȅΦέ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
¦a/ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ 
ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀπ
Ŏƛƻǳǎ 
ƭƻǾŜΦ hǳǊ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ мл ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ мл ƭŀȅ 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΦ !ōƻǳǘ нрл ǘƻǘŀƭ 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎΣ ƘŀƭŦ ƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΣ 
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǘƻǇƛŎǎΥ  ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΤ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¦a/Φ    
 
! ά/ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǘƻ .ǳƛƭŘ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘ /ƻƳπ
Ƴǳƴƛǘȅέ ǿŀǎ  ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ 
мор-онΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƛȄ-
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŀǇπ
ǝǎƳŀƭ Ǿƻǿǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴ 
ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŶǊƳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳΦ   
 
Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ƛƴ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴǝ-ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǳǊƎŜǎ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳπ
Ǉƭŀƛƴǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ [D.¢v ŎƭŜǊƎȅΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ 
ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǿƘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǎŀƳŜ-ǎŜȄ ǿŜŘπ
ŘƛƴƎǎΦ  
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U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

¶ One Stop 

Community 

Christmas will 

be held at 

Cross County 

Mall on Dec. 

11.  Page 4. 

¶ A Candlelight 

Service of 

Lessons and 
Carols held 
Christmas Eve 

at 7 pm.  

The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Lƴ ŀ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ мпн-моΣ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ 
ŦŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b/W 
ŦǊƻƳ ƴƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŜƛƎƘǘΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ 
ǘǿƻ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǝǊŜπ
ƳŜƴǘΦ   
 
²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¦a/Σ .ƛǎƘƻǇ [ŀǳǊƛŜ IŀƭƭŜǊ 
ƻŦ Lƻǿŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƪƻǘŀǎΣ Ǉƻƛƴǘπ
ŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƊŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳπ
ƭƻǳǎƭȅ ŦŜŘ рΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƘŜ 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƭŜŀƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊƻǾŜǊ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŬǎƘΦ  
 
IŀƭƭŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ 
ǎŜƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΦ !ƴŘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
ƭƻȅŀƭǝŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΣ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀŎπ
ŎŜǇǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ŏŀǎǘ 
ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻƴƎǎ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ 
ƎƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘπ
ŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀǧŜǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Ǿƛǎπ

ƛǘ ƴƧŎǳƳŎΦƻǊƎΦ  

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ   

tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻŘŘ YǊƻǎǘ 

 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΥ 

ф ŀΦƳΦ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

млΥол ŀΦƳΦ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 9ǾŜǊȅ н aƻƴǘƘǎ ± h [ ¦ a 9  м Σ  L { { ¦ 9  р D E C . 2 0 2 1 / J A N . 2 0 2 2  

tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻŘŘ YǊƻǎǘ 

     tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ !ǊǝŎƭŜ 

http://njcumc.org/
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§ If you would like to add a prayer request, call the church office at 217-235-5676. 
 

§ The Choice Living Sunday School class will be taught by Dr. Colby Dickinson on Sunday, November 28th.  Colby 
is Ron and Phyllis's son in addition to being an accomplished professor at Loyola University in Chicago and pub-
lished author with his most recent book out in paperback, "The Challenge of God: Continental Philosophy and the 
Catholic Intellectual Tradition." 

 

§ First Fridays at Mattoon First UMC: Need a break?  Bring your K-5 kids to Mattoon First UMC for a FREE fun 
night with a meal and movie. Next up from 6-8 pm Friday, December 3, we will see, ñThe Grinch.ò All are welcome! 
Masks are REQUIRED.  Bring a blanket and pillow.  Registration is required the link on the church's home page  at 
www.mattoonumc.com.    

 

§ Parsonage Christmas Open House - Pastor Todd and his family invite you to join them for a Christmas Open 
House at the parsonage, at 3 Western Avenue Heights, Saturday December 11 from 12 noon to 3 pm. Refreshments 
will be served.  

 

§ A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols held Christmas Eve at 7 pm. 
 

§ The Rebecca Circle will meet December 13th  at 10 a. m. for a regular circle meeting and update about the bazaar, and 

follow with a ñbaby showerò for the Choices Nursery and a soup supper at the home of Linda Hance, 18 Medinah Court, in 

Mattoon. Bring a wrapped gift for a babyé.disposable diapers are always a needed item or something fun and cuddly for a 

child up to 2 years old. We will also be going together to buy one larger item for Choices to give to someone needing assis-

tance. Last time, we donated a pack and play, another time we donated a car seat. Choices will tell us what is needed most 

at this time. This will be a wonderful way to share our blessings with a young family in need in Mattoon, and share a time 

of faith and fellowship with one another. Join us for a casual lunch and good time. Please RSVP by December 12th to 217-

259-6345. 

§ Keep up with the latest events in the denomination with United Methodist News (umnews.org).  To keep up with the 
latest news and events from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, visit www.igrc.org/current.   

§ The Christmas Basket Program for 2021 is collecting food donations. There is a shopping basket (cart) located 
near the information desk, for easy drop off of food items. Monetary donations are welcomed and can be dropped by 
the office. Please identify the donation as ñChristmas Basket Programò. Thank you for your participation in providing 
food to those less fortunate. 

  
We need volunteers to assemble baskets on December 16, call Dave Schilling at 217-234-2662 or Susie Beaumont at    
217-923-1333, for more information and to sign up. 
  
2021 CHRISTMAS BASKET PROJECT SCHEDULE OF ITEMS STILL NEEDED 
  
NOVEMBER 21 Hamburger/tuna helper 
NOVEMBER 28 Canned vegetables and fruit 
DECEMBER 5 Dry cereal/Oatmeal 
DECEMBER 12 Canned chicken or tuna, rice/ramen, noodles/pasta 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  5  

 T H E  C I R C U I T  W R I T E R  

http://mattoonumc.com/
http://umnews.org/
http://www.igrc.org/current
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.ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 

Menõs Bible Study, meets second and fourth         

Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. at Mattoon Dennyõs 

Pastorõs Morning Bible Study, 10 a.m. Tuesday in 

the Worship Center 

Ladiesõ Thursday Bible Study, 8 a.m. Room 102, led 

by Linda Hance. 

/ƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ 

ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƳŜŜǘǎΦ 

/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ !ǎōǳǊȅΣ wƻƻƳ олуΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ф ŀΦƳΦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

/ƘƻƛŎŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎΣ wƻƻƳ млнΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŬǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

bŜǿ hƴŜ-ŘŜǊ /ƭŀǎǎΣ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ !ǊŜŀ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ фΥпр ŀΦƳΦ 

 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ 

     December and January Birthdays    
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12/04 Christine 

McConnell 

12/04 Kerry Minor                                                        

12/06 Isaiah Beltran 

12/07 Trenton Dearing 

12/07 Michael Lefever 

12/07 Austin Sherman 

12/08 Scott McDevitt 

12/14 Joyce Bell 

12/14 Bailee Budde 

12/14 Carol Lowry 

12/15 Joyce Zachow                                    

12/18 Rene Beltran 

12/18 Mark Richardson 

12/22 Gary Juneau 

12/24 Luana Scott 

12/27  Deanne Corrie 

12/27 Todd Krost 

12/27 Cole Pierce 

12/28 Juanita Bickel 

12/30 Julie Lockett 

12/30 Brenlee Orman 

01/02 Jim Bell 

01/05 Dora Dallas 

01/11 Marilyn Fessell 

01/11 Dawn Schabbing 

01/12 Troy Carrell 

01/14 Marylee Orman 

01/15 Melissa Ferguson 

01/15 Liam Orman 

01/16 Julie Viertel 

01/20 Krista Burrell 

01/21 Faye Haddock 

01/23 Randy Adkins 

01/23 Wyatt Bell 

01/23 Garrett Campbell 

01/27 David Ropiequet 

 

December and January Anniversaries 

12/13 Robert & Tabetha Ames 

 01/05 Michael & Joyce LeFever 

01/17 Chad & Jaynie Budde 

T H E  C I R C U I T  W R I T E R  



The One Stop Community Christmas is back!! This year One Stop will be held at the old JC Penneys location in 
the Cross County Mall. There are many organizations that come together to provide various items to families in 
need. (Toys, cleaning supplies, paper products, food, household items, socks and underwear, blankets, stock-
ing stuffers, books, scarves and hats.)   
 
It is not unusual for One Stop to serve over 1,000 families with this project. Onset of COVID has brought new 
challenges, this year the number of families to sign up is most likely to be larger than before. 
  
This year Mattoon FUMC and Central Community are partnering to provide paper products and volunteers. 
There is a large box located in the narthex at FUMC for toilet paper and paper towels donations. Drop in your 
donations. 
  
Set up date for the event is yet to be determined, but six individuals are needed to bag toilet paper and paper 
towels for over 1,000 households. 
  
Friday, December 10 from 5-7:30 PM will be the first shift where three volunteers are needed to hand out paper 
products to registrants.   
  
Saturday, December 11 is hand out day when we will need volunteers for shifts (2 İ hour long) starting at 7:30 
AM and running until 7:30 PM.  If you are interested, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or contact Susie 
Beaumont at 217-923-1333 for more information.   
  
Please consider giving of your time or monetary donations to buy the paper products to support this project. 
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The kingdom of God is a way of describing the 
reign of God. United Methodists, with other 
Christians, recognize that the reign of God is 
both a present and future reality. 

John Wesley recognized both of these aspects 

of God's reign: "The kingdom of heaven and 

the kingdom of God are but two phrases for 

the same thing. They mean, not barely a future 

happy state, in heaven, but a state to be en-

joyed on earth. é In some places of Scripture, 

the phrase more particularly denotes the state 

of it on earth: in others, it signifies only the 

state of glory: but it generally includes 

both." (Notes Upon the New Testament: Mat-

thew 3:2). 

Early Christians believed that God's kingdom 
had come in Jesus. When the Pharisees 
asked when God's kingdom was coming, Je-
sus replied, "God's kingdom isn't coming with 
signs that are easily noticed. Nor will people 
say, 'Look, here it is!' or 'There it is!' Don't you 
see? God's kingdom is already among 
you." (Luke 17:20-21, CEB) 

 

 

We believe that wherever God's will is done, 
the kingdom or reign of God is present. It was 
present in Jesus' ministry, and it also is pre-
sent in our world whenever persons and com-
munities experience reconciliation, restoration 
and healing. 

"Wherever persons are being made new crea-
tures in Christ, wherever the insights and re-
sources of the gospel are brought to bear on 
the life of the world, God's reign is already ef-
fective in its healing and renewing pow-
er." (The Book of Discipline, Basic Christian 
Affirmations) 

Rev. F. Belton Joyner Jr. sums it up, "One can 
almost open the Gospels at random and find 
some image, some forecast, some announce-
ment of the kingdom. And the kingdom does 
not look like business as usual! The values and 
systems of the world are turned upside down. 

"These various biblical references to the kingdom 

lead to the conclusion that the kingdom's life could 

be seen in Jesus Christ, that even now in the 21st 

century we get glimpses of God's reign, and that in 

a time that seems good to God, the full reign of  
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God will restore a future that we have already seen 

in Christ. "Death and evil will not only have lost 

their power but will be destroyed." (United Method-

ist Questions, United Methodist Answers: Exploring 

Christian Faith) 

Jesus spoke of the kingdom of God when he taught 
the disciples to pray, "Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." (Matt. 
6:10)   

Wesley writes that in this prayer, we implore, "May 
Thy kingdom of grace come quickly, and swallow 
up all the kingdoms of the earth!" (Explanatory 
Notes: Matt. 6:10). That hasn't happened yet. The 
kingdom is still to come. 

Early Christians anticipated the fulfillment of the 
kingdom when Jesus returned. (Revelation 11:15) 

Christians today continue to look to the end time in 
which God's work will be fulfilled. "Living in a cove-
nant of grace under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
we participate in the first fruits of God's coming 
reign and pray in hope for its full realization on 
earth as in heaven." (The Book of Discipline) 

Rev. F. Belton Joyner Jr. sums it up, "One can al-
most open the Gospels at random and find some 
image, some forecast, some announcement of the 
kingdom. And the kingdom does not look like busi-
ness as usual! The values and systems of the 
world are turned upside down. 

"These various biblical references to the kingdom 

lead to the conclusion that the kingdom's life could 

be seen in Jesus Christ, that even now in the 21st 

century we get glimpses of God's reign, and that in 

a time that seems good to God, the full reign of 

God will restore a future that we have already seen 

in Christ. "Death and evil will not only have lost 

their power but will be destroyed." (United Method-

ist Questions, United Methodist Answers: Exploring 

Christian Faith) 
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